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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

THE JOINT CIVIC COMMITTEE
OF ITALIAN AMERICANS,
Plaintiff,

V.

THE CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT (A Body Politic),
MICHAEL P. KELLY (General Superintendent and
CEO), AVIS LAVELLE (President), TIM KING (Vice
President), and DONALD J. EDWARD, DAVID A.
HELFAND, MARTIN L. KOLDYKE, JOSE M.
MUNOZ, and ASHLEY H. NETZKY,
(Members of the Board of Commissioners).
Defendants,

and

LORI E. LIGHTFOOT (Mayor of the City of Chicago),
and THE CITY OF CHICAGO (A Body Politic), as
Respondents in Discovery.

)

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

N

No.

2021 CH 03558

COMPLAINT FOR SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE AND OTHER RELIEF

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, THE JOINT CIVIC COMMITTEE OF ITALIAN
AMERICANS (hereinafter the “JCCIA”), by and through its attorneys, ENRICO J. MIRABELLI,
Esq., FRANK A. SOMMARIO, Esq., DION U. DAVI, Esq., and ANTHONY J. ONESTO, Esq.,
and complains against the Defendants, THE CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT (hereinafter the
“District”), MICHAEL P. KELLY (in his capacity as the General Superintendent and CEO); and
AVIS LAVELLE, TIM KING, DONALD J. EDWARD, DAVID A. HELFAND, MARTIN L.
KOLDYKE, JOSE M. MUNOZ and ASHLEY H. NETZKY (in their capacities as Members of
the Board of Commissioners) for specific performance, and pursuant to Section 5/2-402 of the
Code of Civil Procedure of Illinois, does name LORI E. LIGHTFOOT (Mayor of the City of
Chicago) and THE CITY OF CHICAGO as Respondents in Discovery. In support of said

complaint and request, The JCCIA respectfully states as follows:
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JURISDICTION

1. That the Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans (“JCCIA”) is an Illinois
charitable corporation in good standing with the State of Illinois and has its principle place of
business in Cook County.

2. That the JCCIA is the successor in interest to the Columbus Statue Committee, as
more fully set forth herein below.

3. That the Chicago Park District (“District”) is a body politic and an independent
municipality that, pursuant to legislation passed by the Illinois General Assembly in 1933, became
the singular body governing the then existing twenty-two (22), and current existing, park districts
in the City of Chicago, County of Cook.

4. That Michael P. Kelly (in his capacity as General Superintendent and CEO), Avis
LaVelle (in her capacity as President), Tim King (in his capacity as Vice President), and Donald
J. Edward, David A. Helfand, Martin L. Koldyke, Jose M. Munoz, and Ashley H. Netzky (in their
respective capacities as Members of the Board of Commissioners) are all members of the Chicago
Park District Board and are agents of the Chicago Park District.

5. That Lori E. Lightfoot is currently serving as the elected Mayor of the City of
Chicago since becoming duly elected on April 2, 2019.

6. That the City of Chicago is a body politic that was formally incorporated as a city
on March 4, 1837.

7. That this Court has subject matter and personal jurisdiction over the issues
contained herein and the parties, and venue is proper because the contract at issue was executed

in, and concerns property located in, Cook County, Illinois.
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RELEVANT FACTUAL BACKGROUND

8. That the JCCIA was established in 1952 and acts as the “umbrella organization” of
over fifty (50) Italian civic, social, and athletic organizations in the City of Chicago.

0. That the Columbus Statue (hereinafter “Statue’) was first commissioned by Henry
J. Furber, the owner of the Columbus Memorial Building, which was constructed prior to the
commencement of the Columbian World’s Fair held in Chicago in 1892-93. The Statue adorned
the entrance to the Columbus Memorial Building for over sixty (60) years.

10. That in 1958, when the Columbus Memorial Building was to be demolished, the
owners of the building offered to donate the Statue and two (2) mosaic murals to the District in a
letter written on June 26, 1958. A true and correct copy of the letter and the history of the Statue
and building are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”.

11. That on July 24, 1958, the District held a meeting in which it decided it “will take
no initiative to acquire these works.” A true and correct copy of the pertinent part of the minutes
of the meeting are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “B”.

12. That in 1966, the Chairman of the City of Chicago, Department of Urban Renewal
contacted Mr. Arthur L. Schultz of the District to inform him of plans to construct a Columbus
Plaza. A true and correct copy of the letter and plaza plans are attached hereto and incorporated
herein as Exhibit “C”.

13. That in May of 1966, the plans for Columbus Plaza were moving forward, and the
City offered to sell two parcels of land to accommodate the Plaza and acknowledged it was
working in conjunction with the Columbus Statue Committee with an anticipated completion of
the Plaza and installation of the Statue by October of 1966. A true and correct copy of the letter

dated May 13, 1966 is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “D”.
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14. That on October 12, 1966, the Columbus Plaza was completed and the Statue was
placed upon the Plaza, where it remained for over fifty (50) years until on or about July 24, 2020.
A true and correct copy of the dedication program is attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit “E”.

15. That in July of 1973, Joseph Scoville, acting on behalf of Victor Arrigo, responded
to a letter from Edmund L. Kelly of the District to a request for the Columbus Statue Committee
to provide the District approximately Ten Thousand dollars ($10,000.00) “for the upkeep of the
Columbus statue in Vernon Park,” now known as the Victor Arrigo Park. A true and correct copy
of Mr. Scoville’s letter is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “F”.

16. That on August 8, 1973, Oscar O. D’ Angelo, responding on behalf of the Columbus
Statue Committee, proposed a contract between the Columbus Statue Committee and the District.
A true and correct copy of Mr. D’Angelo’s letter is attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit “G”.

17. That on August 25, 1973, Mr. Edmund L. Kelly submitted a recommendation to
the Board of Commissioners of the District to accept the agreement prepared by Mr. D’ Angelo in
consideration of Ten Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Five dollars and seventy-four cents
($10,695.74). A true and correct copy of Mr. Kelly’s letter is attached hereto and incorporated
herein as Exhibit “H”.

18. That on October 10, 1973, the Board of Commissioners of the District convened,
and the Board duly approved the following order:

a. “ORDERED, That authority be granted to execute an agreement with the
Columbus Statue Committee whereby the Committee will transfer $10,695.74

to the Park District for the purpose of maintaining in perpetuity the Columbus
Statue and Plaza in Vernon Park.” (emphasis added).
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19. That on the same day, October 10, 1973, the agreement between the District and
the Columbus Statue Committee was executed and signed by Edmund L. Kelly, the General
Superintendent of the District, by the President and Secretary of the District, and by Victor Arrigo
and Oscar D’Angelo as legal counsel on behalf of the Columbus Statue Committee. A true and
correct copy of the minutes of the approval of the Board of Commissioners and a copy of the
agreement are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibits “I” and “J” respectively.

20. That on July 24, 2020, the District caused and/or allowed the removal of the Statue
from Victor Arrigo Park, which constitutes a substantial change to the Columbus Statue and the
Columbus Plaza, and said removal was conducted without the District first obtaining approval
from JCCIA, thereby violating the terms of the contract signed on October 10, 1973.

COUNTI:
COMPLAINT FOR SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE

1-20. The JCCIA restates and realleges the allegations set forth in Paragraph one (1)
through Paragraph twenty (20) of this Complaint as if fully stated and alleged herein as Paragraph
one (1) through twenty (20) of Count I.

21. That Paragraph two (2) of Exhibit “J”, titled “Duty of the District to Maintain and
Care for Columbus Plaza and Columbus Statue,” states as follows:

“2. Upon execution of this agreement, the DISTRICT will, in perpetuity,

a. Maintain, keep and preserve, in good order, condition and repair and in the
highest possible standards, the Plaza and Statue and all parts thereof and
improvements thereto (including the grounds, concrete walls, lights, fountain
and statue) (emphasis added);

b. Operate the fountain located in Columbus Plaza and have reasonable quantities
of water running therein from 10:00 A.M. to 11:59 P.M., seven days a week,
from April 1% to the Monday after the first Sunday in November or no later
than the 10" of November of each and every calendar year; and

c. Obtain the approval, in writing, of the COMMITTEE before making any
substantial change to Columbus Plaza or Columbus statue. 1f the
COMMITTEE shall not be in existence then the approval of the Joint Civic
Committee of the Italian Americans (the “JCCIA ") shall be obtained prior to
such change.” (emphasis added) See Exhibit “J”.
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22. That there exists a valid and enforceable contract between Plaintiff and Defendants
in which Plaintiff paid Defendants the sum of Ten Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Five dollars and
seventy-four cents ($10,695.74) in consideration for the perpetual maintenance, upkeep, and
preservation of the Statue.

23. That Plaintiff performed their obligations under the contract by paying Defendants
the $10,695.74.

24. That by paying Defendants the $10,695.74, there are no other obligations for the
Plaintiff to perform pursuant to the contract.

25. That on or about July 24, 2020 the Statue was removed from Victor Arrigo Park,
f/k/a Vernon Park.

26. That the removal of the Statue clearly constitutes a “substantial change” to the
Columbus Statue and to the Columbus Plaza.

27. That the Columbus Statue Committee is no longer in existence, and thus any
substantial change to the Columbus Statue or the Columbus Plaza must first be approved by the
JCCIA. See Exhibit “J”.

28. That the removal of the Statue was conducted without the District first obtaining
approval of the JCCIA.

29. That the removal of the Statue interfered with the District’s obligations to uphold
the District’s obligations to the JCCIA, which are due and owing in perpetuity.

30. That Defendants breached their contract with Plaintiffs by failing to maintain, keep,
and preserve the Columbus Statue and the Columbus Plaza in perpetuity and further failed to obtain
the approval of the JCCIA before substantially changing the Columbus Plaza by virtue of the

removal of the Columbus Statue.
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31. That Defendants’ breach has resulted in an injury to the Plaintiff in that it violated
the express terms of the agreement.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, THE JOINT CIVIC COMMITTEE OF ITALIAN
AMERICANS (“JCCIA”) respectfully requests the following relief:

A. That this Honorable Court find the Defendants breached their contract with the
Plaintiff by failing to maintain, keep, and preserve the Statue and Columbus Plaza in perpetuity,
as per the terms of the contract and/or making a substantial change to the Columbus Plaza without
first obtaining the approval of the JCCIA;

B. That this Court Order the Defendants to specifically perform their obligations under
the contract by overseeing, arranging, and paying for the return and display of the Columbus Statue
to Columbus Plaza;

C. That this Court Order the Defendants to continue to fulfill their perpetual
obligations of maintaining, keeping, and preserving the Statue after the Statue has been returned
to display in Columbus Plaza;

D. That this Court Order the Defendants to pay the Plaintiff’s attorney’s fees, if any,
and costs incurred in connection with seeking Defendants’ compliance and specific performance
with the contract; and

E. For any such other and further relief as this Honorable Court deems equitable and
just under the facts and circumstances of this case.

COUNT II:
RESPONDENTS IN DISCOVERY

1-20. The JCCIA restates and realleges the allegations set forth in Paragraph one (1)
through Paragraph twenty (20) of this Complaint as if fully stated and alleged herein as Paragraph

one (1) through twenty (20) of Count II.
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21. That upon information and belief, agents for the City of Chicago, at the direction
of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, removed the Columbus Statue from Columbus Plaza as identified
above in this complaint.

22. That upon information and belief, the City of Chicago is currently in possession of
the Columbus Statue which is identified above and is the subject matter of this complaint.

23. That upon information and belief, Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, and/or unknown agents
of the City of Chicago, possess documentation which may include, but not be limited to, work
orders, time sheets, billing records, receipts, emails, texts or other documents or communications
between the City of Chicago, the Chicago Park District, or independent contractors during the time
period up to and including the date the Columbus Statue was removed from Columbus Plaza on
or about July 24, 2020.

24. That upon information and belief, Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, and/or unknown agents
of the City of Chicago, possess documentation which may include, but not be limited to, work
orders, time sheets, billing records, receipts, emails, texts or other documents or communications
between the City of Chicago, the Chicago Park District, or independent contractors during the time
period from the date the Columbus Statue was removed from Columbus Plaza on or about July 24,
2020 until present date, including but not limited to, the current whereabouts of the Columbus
Statue.

25. That the information sought by the Plaintiff is essential to the determination of

whether or not other parties should be named as additional defendants in this complaint.
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WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, THE JOINT CIVIC COMMITTEE OF ITALIAN
AMERICANS (the “JCCIA”) respectfully requests the following relief:

A. That this Honorable Court name Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot and the City of Chicago
as Respondents in Discovery;

B. That this Court grant Plaintiff leave to issue discovery upon Mayor Lori E.
Lightfoot and the City of Chicago pursuant to applicable Supreme Court Rules;

C. That this Court Order Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot and the City of Chicago to timely
respond to any and all discovery requests issued by the Plaintiff in this matter; and

D. For any such other and further relief as this Honorable Court deems equitable and
just under the facts and circumstances of this case.

Respectfully submitted,

One of the A‘ftorney’s for the Plaintiff

Enrico J. Mirabelli, Esq. Frank A. Sommario, Esq.
BEERMANN LLP Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans
One of the Attorneys for the Plaintiff Legal Counsel of the JCCIA

161 N. Clark Street, Suite 3000 3800 Division Street

Chicago, Illinois 60601 Stone Park, Illinois 60165

Tel: (312) 621 — 9700 Tel: (708) 450 — 9050
ejmirabelli@beermannlaw.com fsommario@rblaw.net

Dion U. Davi, Esq. Anthony J. Onesto, Esq.

Justinian Society of Lawyers Anthony J. Onesto & Associates, Ltd.
President of the Justinian Society of Lawyers One of the Attorneys for the Plaintiff
400 E. Randolph Street, #2305 10560 W. Cermak Road

Chicago, Illinois 60601 Westchester, Illinois 60154

Tel: (312) 820 — 2063 Tel: (773) 255 - 0947

JSOL President@gmail.com aj_onesto(@yahoo.com
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

COUNTY OF COOK )

VERIFICATION BY CERTIFICATION

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to section 1-109 of the Code of Civil
Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and
correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and, as to such matters,

the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily belieye

Enrico J. Mirabelli, Esq.
BEERMANN LLP

One of the Attorneys for the Plaintiff
161 N. Clark Street, Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Tel: (312) 621 — 9700

ejmirabelli@beermannlaw.com

Dion U. Davi, Esq.

Justinian Society of Lawyers

President of the Justinian Society of Lawyers
400 E. Randolph Street, #2305

Chicago, Illinois 60601

Tel: (312) 820 — 2063

JSOL Presidentfe@email.com

ROKALD ONESTI
President of the JCCIA T—

DATED: 3 Uiy 26) 2021

Frank A. Sommario, Esq.

Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans
Legal Counsel of the JCCIA

3800 Division Street

Stone Park, Illinois 60165

Tel: (708) 450 — 9050

fsommarioeirblaw.net

Anthony J. Onesto, Esq.

Anthony J. Onesto & Associates, Ltd.
One of the Attorneys for the Plaintiff
10560 W. Cermak Road

Westchester, [llinois 60154

Tel: (773) 255 - 0947

aj_oneslo@yahoo.com
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I7 NORTH STATE STREET, SUITE S08

CmErcAaGo 2, ILLINOIS

OPERATING ‘}:‘qu%* f@

COLUMBUS MEMORIAL BLDG.~ STEVENS BLEGS. - VENETIAN BLDG. .l
31 N.STATE STREET {7 N. STATE ST. IS E, WASHINGTON ST.

%

18 N. WABASH AVE,

ke June 26, ]-958

s
‘h BRIy “,_
f,w mﬁ- -nl,Ei g
; : £ - :
Mr. Geo. T. Donahue, General Sup't. 5~—«J—'. duﬂ»’-ﬁ’ 7 1‘55& ﬁ?—“.

Chicago Park District,
L25 E. 14th Blvd,
Chicago 5, I1linois

L2y C.P. D, .
’L; .y 5
| ;3}‘ nsmam squ\ At
Dgar Sir:-
We are planning the demolition of the Columbus Memorial
Building, and are wondering if you would be interested in accepting the

Colurbus statue which is located at the emtrance of this building at

* 31 North State St. There are also two mosaic murals in the building,

sizerappruxima‘tely 1516" long and 8'11“ wide, one of them depicting
the landing of Ccilﬁnﬂ)us '~-the other in the I'J_rasence‘o:f_' i*oyalty.

We are enclosing herewith some pertinent information regarding both
the statue and the murals.

These may be of interest-to you.

Yours xfery truly,

STATE AND WASHINGTON BIDG. CORP,

Secretary-Treasurar

PLAINTIFF’'S
EXHIBIT

A




TNFORMATION REGARDING COLUMBUS STATUE - also Mosaic work forming pictures
in various locations of the COLUMBUS MEMORIAL BUILDING
‘31 North State Street, Chicago, Illinois

I RS

The statue of Columbus is made of bromze and is nine feet high. Tt is

intended to show the discoverer in the act of taking possessicn of the new

world, On either side of the entrance to-the building, above which stands
the status, are two memorial tsblats in bronze, One reminds the reader

that Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa in 1135; discovered America

LD,

FILED DATE: 7/21/2021 10:44 AM 2021CH03558
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the 12th of October, 1492, and died at Va3ladolid, Spain, the 20th day of

.

May, 1506, The other explains that the building was erected in honor of

e
ki

Colurbus in the year 1892, being the L0Oth anniversary of the discovery of
America. On the buwilding are cormices decgrated with Spanish medallions
and ceats of arﬁ.s.
Tnside the building, too, are many interesting features. The mosaic
interior trim was brought over from Italy by special workmen to asseénbla
it, one of whom remained in this country to keep it in repair until his death
a few years ago., The marble used in the interior also was brought over from
Ttaly and some fing old bronze and mahogany may be found there,
= Regarding Mosaic work forming picture on the East wall of DeMets Candy
Shop, 29 No. State Street in the Columbus Memorial Building, Chicago, I1linois -
The mosaic work as referred to in the above was instailed during the
yoar 1892 while the Colunbus Memorial Building was in the finalsbages of
5 . construction preparatory to its completion for the official opening of the
building in time for the opening date of the Colurbian Exposition held in
Chicago, I1linois, during the year 1893.
The pieture in question represents the Landing of Columbus en one of

the Bahama group, Which he named San Salvador, on Octeber 12, 14,92, of which
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X3

our histery of Americs givss an account.

The material of which the picturs is formed is made up of a product
kmcwn as glass mosaic, the Italisn name of which is Smalti, This product is
made in Venice, Italy, and also in Vatlcan City, Roms, Italy, The matsrial for
the picture inm question was also made in Venice where the original patterns were
cast and assembled in tha formdng of tho picture which was made vp in secfions
and pasted to paper forms preparatory for shipment to America. On its arrival
here, there sections were set in place, imbadded in cement in fheir present
location.

As has bean mentioned in the forsgoing, the material was manudactured in
Venice and this material which is known as glass mosaic is formed and colored to
meet requirements. In the process of manufacture, the mosaic is formed in bars
and cut 0 size. All of this work is done by Italian laber which is exceptional-
ly proficient in this art. In the assembling of the pieturs in its present:
locsbion the werkmen engaged on this work were imported from Venice and it
may be added at this‘tj'me that one of them, namely, Sarafino Scussel, was
smong those and under whose supervision this work was installed, On the
cumplstion of thils work, Mr. Scuesel was retained by the bullding wmanagemsnt
in the maintenance of the marble which adorns the walls of the corridors,
floors and ceiling of the building, He passed away in January 1932 at 80 years
of age.

The picture measures 15'¢" long and BfL! wide and made up of pieces of
glass mesaic of varying slzes ranging from 3/67 to 1/2% 4in siza. The color of
asch piece of mossic is original and arrangsd according to color fo mzke up
the attite of the charscters of the picture.

It might be added 2t this time that from information received from
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.
authentic scurces that considerabls use i being mado of glass meosaic or
Smalti in Turope in copying the master pieces of famous painters. The reason |
for this is that this glass mosaic Wili not deteriorate or fade and in this |
wanner the work of these masters can be retained for posterity's sake for an
indefinite period. |

e quote from an item in the Chicago Tribune of October 12, 1949:
"Today's celebrations could easily center at Washington and State Sts., either
at the Columbus Memorial Building, 31 Wo. State St., or at ths Foesevelt Theatrs, |
diagonally northwest across the strset. At the latter, Frederic March, the
boy from Wilwaukee, plays the cinema role of Christepker Columbue, ths boy from
senva, Ttaly, whe also is clzimed by the Spanich, Portuguese, French, Cerrans
and Trish, The Russians Haven!t gotten around to inventing him yet. The
March opus in Techpicolor is produced by J, Arthur Rank, an Englishman who
glso has discovered America =nd its capital city, Fort Fnox, Ky. UMr. Rank,
baving doms all right by Hanlst in Amsrica, has come right back with Colurbus,
and, in our personal opinion, dohe all right by Chris, toe.

After viewing Mr. March's Columbus, you might step across the street to

-

the facede of the Columbus Memorial Building and mest Hsury J.

Furber's Columbu;.
The edifice was erected in 1892 by Furber and his co-owner and architsct,

. W. Boyingtor, in conjunction with the opsning of the World's Colurbian
ixposition, Furber had 2 mania for Columbusana and o collected every relic and
nermento of the greal captain he could find in 20 yearc of Turopsan travel. The

building was, in essence, buil$ arcund thz statue of Columbus which surmoun

the entrznte,a fine bronze whizh was the prids of Furber'ts cellsction around
2= k
tha entrance and jush below the siatuz is a tablet saries in bronze depicting

E a

the moob memorable worents in the lifs of Columbus, The building frim on the

sidewalk facings Is studded with cornica medallions and masks reputed to have
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-

originally been a part of @& castle in Granada, Spain. The innar lobby *rim is
of glass mosaic called Smalbi,set by Italian artists imported at the tims from
Venice, whers the Smalti nrocess has been handed down from father Lo son since

ancisnt timese

The collection of Colurbus memorablia that Mr. Furber loved Lo display in
his suites of offices has long been disperssd, along with two bronze memorial
tablets containing enlogies boih to Columbus and Yo Furber and his associates
yhich once decorated the snbtrance to the building.

#But if you are lo.cking for the famous Smalii moseic murals of the landing
of Columbus and of Columbus at the court of, Queen Isabella, you!ll have to be a
discoverer yourself., Onca, among the sights of Chicago were tha 18 fest by 8 fook
twin pictures in the lobby of the Columbus Memorial Buildinz. The tiny quarter-inch
squares of colored glass which nake up the onictures were set dy hand over a period
of years in Ttaly and shipped in sections %o Chicago in time for the Columbian
axposition, Now one is hidden behind drapss on the back wall of Delei's tea room,

29 W, State St., 2nd the obher bshind the wallboard maskings of the fitting rocms

in the rear of Spiegel's dress shop, 27 No. Stata"

We quote again from the Chicago Daily News of Cctobsr 12, 1953:
"Consuls of Spain and the Dominican Republic placed

lowers before the statue of Colurbus at ths Colurbus

Memorial Building at Weshington and State,”
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CITIZENS CQMMITUEER ON MORUMEHTS AND MEMURLALS
T4 CHS CiICGAGU PARK DISTRICT

Hesting of Thuraday, July 2%, 1958

A meeting of the Citizens Committee Qﬁ Monuments &nd
Memorials in the Chicago Fark Disﬁrict, was called Thursday,
July 24, at 12:15 p.m., to consider the merits of the Columbus
statue, arch and'basfrelief work located at the entrance to the
Columbus Memorial building &nd the two large murals within the
building, Attending cthe meeting were Mr. Alfred P. Shaw, Mr.
Paul Qerhardt, Jr., Mr. Charles H, Dornbusch and Mr. George T.
Doncghue .

Demolition of fthe Goluﬁhus ¥emorial building 1is to
start scon and the building owners have asked Fir. Donoghue if
the Chicago Park District would ve interestsd in gccepting the
monument and the murals. While the Park Distriet will take no
initiative ko acquire these works it is understood that &:numher
of groups have been negotisting for their mcquisition with a
view to hawving them placed in the parks.

The committee members inspected the monument, archway
and bas-relief work arocund the entrence to the bullding as well
58 the two mosailc murals on interior walls. During luncheon gt

.

the Illinois Athletic Club discussion was held and the folinwing

conclusions reacheds:

It was agrezd that the statue of Columbus is a better
than average piece of sculpture which has interesting potentiais.
Because of its construet£0n-and propor;iqns the statue cannot
stand alcne; wherever it is re-erscted it will mesd a background
similar to the niche in which it now stands.
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CITY OF CHICAGO
DEPARTMENT OF URBAN RENEWAL

320 NORTH CLARK STREET

‘CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

RICHARD.J. DALEY TELEPHONE 744-4000 LEWIS W, HILL
MAYOR COMMISSIONER

WEWBERS OF THE BOARD

LEWISW. HILL p. E. MACKELMANN
CHAIRMAN DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

NORMAN F. BARRY APR 1

DELBERT W. COLEMAN = 1HBR ‘

JAMES D. GREEN R. G, ZUNDEL

ROBERT N. LANORUM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

Mr. Arthur L. Schultz
Public Relations Department
Chicago Park District

425 Bast 14th Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois - 60605

Dear Mxr. Schulftz:

Re: Near West Side Urban Renewal Project
Columbus Plaza Proposal

The enclosed material on the Proposed Columbus Plaza is for your
file of the Citizens Memorials Committee.

The additional photographs, together with the brochure illustrate
the merits of the proposal. However, if a representative of the
Department of Urban Renewal were to be present at your April Lth
meeting I am sure it would be of help to your committee to have
the additional first hand information immediately available.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures
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THE COLUMBUS PLAZA

DESIGN PROPOSAL

A meaningful settlnv for the flne Pull bronze

statue of*Columbus is the prine. obgectlve of - the
Piaza. ;

SettlnD the theme are hree curving walls (sym—
bo¢1c of ‘wind, sail and wave forns) thau modulate. .the
flow of space. The scele and direction of the Pedes-
trlhn Greenway System (conneCulng the ‘Medical Center ©o
the ‘University of Illinois) is culminated by- the Flaza
as .a maaor focal point . of the community:

* The- statue. is subtly elcvaued in a reflecting:

©.pool and fountain which faces on the westward axis

of Polk Street, a llnk in the Pedestrian. Greenway.

Care¢ul selectlon and placerent of dlSulnctlvef
trees 11ght1ng and benches-” compiete the Plazsa.
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A SUGGESTED: 'PLAZA DESIGN

FOR

CI—IRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. PLAZA

" WITHIN THE

NEAR WEST SIDE URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT

PREPARED BY THE .
DEPARTMU‘NT OF URBAN RENEWAL

,CLTY Or CHICAGO

IN COOPERATION WITH.

‘THE NEAR WEST SIDE COWSERVATION COMMUNITY

COUNCIL, THE MUNIGIPAL ART LEAGUE OF CHICAGO,

"AND 'I‘HE CH_IG_AGO PARK DISTRICT.
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. CITY OF GHIGAGD'

- - DEPARTMENT OF URBAN RENEWAL: :

' 320 NORTH GLARK STREET ; :

1

cHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60810: 5

RICHARD ). DALEY: TELEPHONE 744-4000 . LEWIS W, HiLL l

mavor o COMMIBEIONER -t : 1
Eml}"fslp!.‘fﬂr.nnun L HAY 1 3 1955 ) ) - I .

LEWIS W, HILL . o b. E. MACKELMANN
-CHAmpAN ' DEPUTY COMMISSIONER d

NORMAN F. BARRY

DELBERT W. COLEMAN

JAMES D, GREEN R ZUNGEL :
ROBERT N. LANDRUM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER I

Mr. Erwin Weiner

¢eneral. Superintendent
Chicago Park Distriet

J25 East 14th Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois - 60605

Dear Mr. Weiner:

Re: TUrban Renewal Project Near West Slde
Columbus Plaza

+ - This is in reply to your letter of April 28, 1966, regarding the
approval of the Columbus Plaza dn the Near West Side Urban Renewal
Project. ‘ ;

The following is im response to the ‘three gualifications that you
have raised: '

Your first qualificatlon wast

e e, et

1. That no cost. to the Park District is involved."

The Department of Urban Renewal will erect, at 1ts expense, the '
complete Plaza as detailed on the construetlon drawlngs. We would
agalin sppreclate any further comments from your deslgn staff on
i the construction plans. '

Your second qualification was:

%2, That a trust fund for the perpetual maintenance

of, the monument and surrounding plaza be gstablished,
) and that a1l pertinent details concerning this trust
aill i - fund be furhished to the Park District."

= We have contacted the "Columbus Statue Committee" advising them of
your request to finalizé the details of the trust fund. The -
ol Committee's president, Mr, Victor Arrigo, an attorney, -has stated -
= | that nearly one-fifth of the goal has been deposited and that the
! Committee will seek the Park District's assistance in working out
il the many details of the trust fund. A topy of the Committee's
fund ralsing letter is enclosed.
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- - CITY OF CHICAGO

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN RENEWAL

. Mr; Brwin Welner -2 -

¥our tﬁifdfqﬁﬁlifiéatiOn wass

"3, That a-qpalified.scuiptOr, preferably from the |
Art Instifute, review the bronze figure to
determine its suitability for the purpose and

location intended.”,

Professor Egon Weiner, the noted sculptor from the Art Institute
of Chicago, has researched and reviewed the proposal as you had
requestéd. Professor Welner is highly in favor of the proposal.
The enclosed ¢opy of a letter from him explains more fully the
depth and objectivity of the Professor's endorsement.

If you have completed your rgview of the econtract plans, a confer-
ence between our design .staffs would be worthwhile to resolve any
items of refinement. Following that, T would appreciate your:
parliest possible approval to permit us to advertise the work in
order -to dedicate the Plaza on October 12, 1966.

Also enclosed,; is g set of the gontract: terms and conditions ‘which
will be incorporated into our speeifications. Insurance provisions
are covered on Pages CT-17 through 20. ®If these provisions meet
with your approval, we shall appreciate, at that time, a letter of
authority to proceed with ¢onstruction on the land presently owned
by the Chlcago Park District as defined on the enclosed -plats of
survey. A request has been initiated to vacate the public right.
of way involved. : ' '

I would anticipate sale of Parcels 5 and 26 to the Park District
upon cempletion and acceptance of the improvement on or about
Dctober: 12, 1966. o

Sinceii}y yours, .
- S W. HILL
Commissioner

L
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CITY. OF CHICAGO

Richard J. Daley, Mayor
Donald- W. Parrilla, Alderthan—Ist Ward

CHICAGQ DEPARTMENT
OF URBAN RENEWAL

Lewis W. Hill, Chairman and Commissioner
Louis' M. Pagones, Near West Side Coordinatar
Stephen Roman, Architect for Desiar

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT
James H. Gately, President
Erwin Weinér, General Superintendent

MUNICIPAL ART LEAGUE
OF CHICAGO
Frank Chesrow, President

NEAR WEST SIDE-

CONSERVATION

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Qscar Q. D'Angelo, Chairman

THE COLUMBUS
STATUE COMMITTEE
Wistor A. Arrigo, President

CONSULTING ARCHITECTS
Caonsper & Morgan

-CONSULTING ENGINEERS
Consoer; Townsend & Assoclates

‘PRIME CONTRACTOR
Herlihy Mid-Continent Company . §
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PROGRAM

Fillippo:Mazzei Post Ne. 1 Italian-
American War Veterans of U.S.A.
Commander Hugo Panarese

Knights of Célumbus Honor Guard
State Deputy
Marco De Stefano

Posting of Colors:

National Anthem of Italy
National Antheri of The
United States of America Fifth United States Army Band
Chief Warrant Officer B, G.'Cook

REMARKS
Lewis W. Hill, Commissioner
Depértment of Urban Renewal

Victor A. Artigo,. President
The Columbus Statue Committee

Frank Chescow, President
Mumicipal Art League of Chieago

Richard J. Daley, Mayor.
City of Chicako

Frank Annunzio, Congréssman
7th U.S. Cangressional District
Joseph A. Califano Jr, Special
Assistant. to. the: President

of The United States

‘Unveiling of Statue ... .....Mrs. Demetria Panepinto

Benediction  .....,..,..His Excellency the Most Reverénd
Archbishop John P. Cody
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COLUMBUS PLAZA

‘The statne of Christopher Columbus in the Columbus Flaza
-2t the u.spnon.mnunhnﬁ of Pollk and Loomis Streets is the creation
of the noted sculptor, tha late Moses Ezeldel. This nine-foot
Brepzs tribute to Coluimbus was cast in Rome in 1693, Moses
Ezeliel weé commissioned by the owners of the Columbus
; Memorial Building, 81 N. State Street, to create the Statue
i for the opeding of the World's Coltmibian Exposition.

The Coliimbus Statue was later Pleced id a niche over the
entryway of thée Columbus Memorial Building. When the
Columbue Bifilding was razed in June, 1958, the building’s
owners entrusted the stetue to the Municipal Art League. af
‘Chicago for final disposition.

Since the Near West Side has been, traditionally, a port
of entry for Italimn immigrents and with the Trovision of
Space for perlk expension wmiede possible by the comrnunity
mﬂhuudmanﬂd Program for the area, this aneighborhood was
m Preposed as en ideal setting.

! . The development of the Plaza involved the gooperstiva

orts of the Columbus Statiie Committee, the Municipal
Art League, the Chicago Perk District, the Near West Side
Conservation Community Couneil, ‘the Chicago Department
bf Urban Renewal end other City offices.

Stephen Roman, architect-designer fér the Department
bf Urben'Renswal developed the plans-for Columbus Plaza in.
‘cooperation with the Chicago Park Distrigt and shpervised
the restoration of the statie.

Columbus Plaza is loceted in the heart of the Near West
Side Uonservetion Area in the center of the Folk-Lexington
Greenway, dne of the first Ppark-malls being built'in the City
6f Chicago community impravement program. A clustsr of
Linden trees in the Morgan-Polk Flaza start the pedestrian
Ereenway along Polk Street-from Morgen to Recine Avenues.
From Rabdine, the Lexington Street row of Lindens gracefully
enters the Columbus Plaza. . S5

The flow thems is carried out Symbolically in the Colum-
bus Plaza. The large mass of the north wall, “with its earth
berm, represent the force of wind. Onyx-inserts in the south
wall with it€ earth berm represents the force waves. The third
free-standing wall represents a sail. Tha statue of Columbus
in the grenite.fountain faces the westward axis of the Pollke
Street Greénway.

From the Flazd, the row of Lindens will continiie along
Polk Street to anew Garibaldi Greenway near Ashland Blvd.

Italian-American community sentiment and pridein her-
itage were factors in the selection of a meanin gful site for
Columbus Plaze. But just as Celumbus belongs to ell Ameri-
cans, Columbus Plaze wis oreated for ths enjoyment of all
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ADMINISTRATION BU]LDING 425 EAST M:FETRIDGE DRIVE CHICAGO II.I.INOIS 60605 -+ PHONE 294-2200
PATRICK L. O'MALLEY, President - WILLIAM A l.EE Vice-Pres. - ENWARD 1. ROSEWELL, GALE E. SAYERS, FRANKLIN B. SCHMICK, Commissioners * EDMUND' L KELLY, Genl. Supt.
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August 25, 1973
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SUBJECT « Agreement with Columbus Statue Committee
to maintain the Columbus Statue and
Plaza in Vernon Park

e A S e T T e o Mt

To the Honorable
Board of Commissiopers of the i
Lhicago Park District

v Ot

Gentlemen:

T submit herewith and recommend the adoption of an .order
approving an agreement with the Columbus Statue Committee
whereby the Committee will transfer $10,695.74 to the

Park District for the purpose of maintaining in perpetuity
the Columbus Statue and Plaza in Vernon Park.

L S o i,

Respectfully submitted,

EDMUND L., KELLY ﬁggfj
General Superintendent

e P e

APPROVED:

',F,gE F Q}W %
DANIEL P. COMAN
General Attornmey

e

AE?;GVED AS TO FORM AND TEGALITY:
< ;

//"_ =

DANIEL P. COMAN

General Attorney
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JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS '
OF THE

EI.'E!HD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT

Adjourned Reguler Meeting held | Wednpsday, October 10, 1973
i ‘ at 1000 o'clock A.M..
ADMINISTRATION BUTLDING - BURNHAM PARK

CRICAGO, ILLINOIS

OFFICTAL RECORD

Present- (Commissioners Rosewell, Lee, O0"Malley.

Absent- Commissioners Sayers, Schmick.

CALL TO ORDER
00 Wednesday, October 10, 1973 , at %en o'clock in the forenoon

(the day and hour appointed for the meeting), Honoreble Patrick L. O'Malley

president, called the board to order.

QUORUM.
The secretary ecalled the roll of members and there was found to be a

guorom présent.
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10-10-73

AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COLUMBUS STATUE COMMITTEE TO

‘MATNTATN THE COLUMBUS STATUE AND PLAZA IN VERNON PARK

(15)

The gensral superinterident submifted his report, wherein he recommended

that the following order be sdopted:

ORDERED, That Buthority be granted to¢ execukte an agreement
with the Columbus Statue Committee whereby the Committee
will transfer §10,695.74 to the Park District for the
purpose of maintaining in perpeétuity the Columbus

Statue and Plaza in Vernon Park.

Conmissioner Lee moved that the reéport be filed and that the ordar be

adepted.

The motion prevailed and the order was adopted, by yeas and ndys as

follows:
Yeas: Commissioners Rosewell, Lee, 0'Malley - 3,

Nays: Hene.



AGREEMENT

e Nl S i, oy s, g

U3 ..

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into as of the./'075§ [

"FILED DATE: 7/21/2021 10:44 AM 2021CH03558
[ '

&Gt' (‘_’\"3 ehy .
day of Septembe¥, 1973 by and between the COLUMBUS STATUE

R¥E @0k ‘
COMMITTEE, an Tllinois not-for-profit corporation, herein-

after referred to as the "COMMITTEE" and the CHICAGO PARK

DISTRICT, a body politic and corporate, hereinafter referred

HIERES

to as the YDISTRICT".

ARl
JE.

WITITNESSETH:

— WHEREAS | the Department of Urban Renewal of the City of
Chicago purchased the site at Polk and Loomis Streets, Chicago,

Illinois; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Art Leagte of Chicago donated to
the City of Chicago a.nine-foot bronze statue of Christopher

i Columbus executed in 1893 by sculptor Moses Egekiel; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Urban Renewal of the City of
Chicago caused a Plaza to be constructed at Polk and Loomis
Streets, Chicage, Illincis, and such stdtue of Christopher
Columbus was placed in the Pldaza and the statue formally

dedicated on October 11, 1966; and

= I WHEREAS, the COMMITIEE has raised and deposited with the
o3 Cosmopolitan National Bank of Chicago, 801 North Clark Street,

— Chicago, Illinois, Ten Thousand, Six Hundred Ninety-five and

PLAINTIFF’S
EXHIBIT
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74/100th Dollars ($10,695.74) with d view to the perpetual
: + eare and maintenance of this plaza and the Columbus Statue;

and

WHEREAS, the DISTRICT has requested the transfer of
such funds held by the COMMITIEE to the DISTRICT for the
purpose of helping to defray the cost of maintaining and

caring for the Columbus Plaza and Columbus Statue;

'NOW, THEREFORE, in consideération of the mutual promises,

covenants and agreements herein contained, the parties bereto

agree as follows:

= TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE DISTRICT

‘L., Upon execution of this agreement, the COMMITTEE
will promptly transfer to the DISTRICT the funds in the
amount of Ten Thousand, Six Hundred Ninety-five and 74/100th
Dollars ($10,695,74), now on deposit with the Cosmopolitan
National Bank of Chicago, to use for the purposes specified
in paragraph two herein:

DUTY OF THE DISTRICT TO MATNTAIN AND CARE
FOR COLUMBUS PLAZA AND COLUMBUS STATUE

2. Upon execution of this agreement, the DISTRICT will,
in perpetuity,

a, Maintain, keep and preserve, in good order,
condition and repair and in the highest possible standards,
the Plaza and Statue and all parts thereof and improvements
1  thereto (including without limitation the grounds, concrete
walls, lights, fountain and statue);

-2 i
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b. Operate the fountain located 'in Columbus Plaza
= and have reasonable quantities of water running therein from
10:00 A M. to 11:59 P.M., seven days a week, firom April lst

to the Monday after the first Sunday in November or no later

than the 10th of November of each and every calendar year;
and,

c. Obtain the approval, in writing, of the COMMITIEE

before making any siubstantial change to Columbus Plaza or

Columbus Statue. If the COMMITTEE shall not be in existence

JITTE:

then the approval of the Joint Civic Committee of the Italian

Americans (the "JCCIA™) shall be obtained prior to such change.

Jm:

1
i

L

NOTTCES

3. Any and all notices required to be sent pursuant to
the terms of this agreement shall be sent registered mail and

addressed as follows:

To the DISTRICT

’ Chicago Park District

c/o General Superintendent
425 East McFetridge Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60605

== To the COMMITTEE

) c/o Joseph Schoville

. 100 North Tia Salle Street
? Chicago, Illinois 60602

i ENTIRE AGREEMENT

4. This instrument contains the entire Agreement between
= . the parties hereto with respect to the transactions contem-
plated herein, all prior representations, agreements, or
understandings, written or oral, having been merged herein

and superseded hereby.
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COUNTERPARTS

5. This agreement has been executed in multiple counter-
parts, each of which shall, for all purposes, constitute a

duplicate original.'

AUTHORITY

- 6. The individual officers, agents and employees of

the COMMITTEE and the DISTRICT who hdve executed this agree-

[ UITELI;

ment do hereby individually represent and warrant that they
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have full power and lawful authority to execute this agree-

ment and perform thé transactions contemplated hereunder, on
behalf of and in- the name of their respective principals

and/or employer.

CLAUSE HEADINGS

7. The clause headings appearing in this agreement
have been inserted for the purpose of convenience and
ready reference, They do not purport to, and shall not be
deemed to, define, limit or extend the scope or intent of

the elauses to which they pertain,

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the undersigned, by their re-
spective duly authorized agents or representatives, have

= executed and delivered this agreement all as of the day and

e
bl

year first above written.

i
1
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CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT

oy Vot 2.0 00l

President

LITEIE
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’ \ Secretary

(SEAL) By

§NLLY:

COLUMBUS STATUE COMMITTEE
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APPROVED:
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APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM
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Chier Engineer
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General Attorney
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AGREEMENT WITH THE COLUMBUS STATUE COMMITTEE::SATD COMMITTEE TO TRANSFER $10,695.Tk4

T0 THE CHICAGO- PARK DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING IN PERPEIUITY THE

COLUMRBUS STATUE & PLAZA TN VERNON PARK:

Report Prom: Ge. Supt.

Moved by Commissioner

Roll Call Yeas - Nays

Comm, Rosewell

Comm. Sayers

Copm. Schmick

Comm. Lee J/

Pres. 0'Malley

Bemarks ;|

Board. Action

Referred to

Adopted

Passed

Approved

Rec’d, and Filed

(429389)
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